Aetat. 59.]         The University of Oxford.
to my friend Dr. Burncy, has favoured me with the fnl solution : ' Now for the explication of this seeming iiiystm , which is so very obvious as, for that reason, to have escaped the penetration of Dr. Johnson and his friend, as well as thai of the authour. Reading the book with my ingi'ninus friend, the late Reverend Mr. Christian, of Docking after nuniu.it. ing a little, " The cause, (says he,) is a natural one. Tin- situation of St. Kilda renders a North-Hast Wind indisprnsulily necessary before a stranger can land'. The wind, not the stranger, occasions an epidemic cold." If I am not mistaken, Mr. Macaulay is dead; if living, this solution might please him, as I hope it will Mr. Boswell, in return for the many agreeable hours his works have afforded tu;.'
Johnson expatiated on the advantages of ()xford for Irani-ing3. 'There is here, Sir, (said he,) surli a pro};ivs'.ivr rum lation. The students are anxious to appear wi-ll to thru' tutors; the tutors art; anxious to have their pupil', apprar well in the college; the colleges are anxious t»> It.ivr thrir students appear well in the University; and UUMV ,uv r\ cellent rules of discipline in every college. That thr nilr-. are sometimes ill observed, nut}' he true; but i-; nothing against the system. The members of an Uuivei ,ily m.iv, for a season, be unmindful of their duty. 1 am ai)»tmit; for the excellency of the institution'1,1
Of Outline4, he said,'Sir, he is a man of parts,    lit- h.t, no great regular fund  of knowledge-;   but   by rr.uiim:  ••»»
*
1 This is not the. rase. Martin m. o) .says th.tt the* otiiv l. place is inaccessible except under favour of u nrap titlr. ,i mnth r. or west wind, or with a perfect calm. He himself vv;t-i nwnl f»» Si. Kilcla, 'the inhaliitant.H admiring to see u.s get iliiilirr t-nntr.iry l»* wind and tide' (p. 5).
" That for one kind of learning Oxford has no a«lvuni;^r^ hr *»hntt'» in a letter that he wrote there on AUK- 4, 1777. ' I silutll enquirr.' hr says,'about the harvest when I come into a region where any thiu« necessary to life is understood.' JV,tss/ Lrtlrrs. p. M. At l.i< JiliHtl he reached that region. ' My Imrber, u imm not utU!il«'IHF,r}ii, «.|K--tk-i nuijjnificcntly of the harvest' (///. p, 351 j.
3 See>w/, Sept. 14,1777.              *                       * Her nuts. i. i^.y used to lay an injuuetioij on tlu'inirlvr-* not to open their lips on thu subject, so fruitful wan it in »lrUtii»» and brawls.' Boswell, according to tho Ilodleian catalogue, was U»«' .m-thour of Jlorwttlo, A fyantsk Ta!<\ 1767. In thbs tale thi* I)i»uKUi-> cause is narrated under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
